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BIOGRAPHY OF THE REV. DAVID ZFISBERGER, Sen. 
For sicly-two years a faithful Missionary among the North Ameri- 
can Indians. 
Translated from the German. 

Davip ZEISBERGER Was born April 11th, 1721, at Zauchten- 
thal in Moravia, where still many of the descendants of the an- 
cient Bohemian and Moravian brethren resided, but who had to 
suffer oppression and persecution whenever they were discover- 
ed to be the confessors of the unadulterated doctrines of the gos- 
pel. For this reason a number of them emigrated—some of them 
going to Herrnhuth, the building of which town was commenced as 
an asylum for the oppressed, soon after the birth of our late bro- 
ther. It was in the year 1726 that he arrived at that place, with his 
parents, one brother and one sister. ‘This family had eloped 
from their country by night, and left all their property behind 
them. Young Zeisberger was distinguished for his diligence 
among his classmates at the school at Herrnhuth, and the pro- 
gress he made in acquiring a knowledge of the Latin tongue, 
evinced his peculiar talent for learning foreign languages. Hav- 
ing finished his education, Count Zinzendort, in 1736, took him 
(0 Holland ; and a small settlement of the brethren being soon 
alter established at Heerendyk, at the request of the princess 
dowager of Orange, his services were put in requisition for 
transacting outward business, when his thorough knowledge of 
the Dutch language, which he had acquired in a short time, prov- 
ed of great service tohim. His punctuality in despatching com- 
missions, and his modest carriage towards people of every rank 
with whom he was engaged, together with his sprightly temper, 
ensured to him their favour in a high degree, and frequently he 
received presents from such strangers, to whom he had occasion 
to render his services. But as he received a compensation from 
the brethren, he was soon after strictly forbidden to accept any 
presents whatsoever. On the whole he was kept very strict, ac- 
cording to the mode of training up the youth in those days. 
Thus, for instance, there was a set time appointed for his 
return from errands, and in case of a longer delay, he was 
threatened with a flogging. Upon one occasion this threat was 
— executed upon him, although he remonstrated that he had 
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to wait longer than usual for the bread he had to fetch at Yssel- 
stein, as also for the boat that was to convey him across the wa- 
ter. In addition to this, various crimes were laid to his charge, 
but in which he had not taken a share. Soon after, a stranger of 
rank called with the brethren, and being unacquainted with the 
country, our David was ordered to conduct him to a gentleman 
in that city, to whom he had been recommended. This bein 

done, the former reached out to him a liberal reward, and he re- 
fusing to accept of it, the gentleman forced it upon him in these 
words—-“ | must give it to you, and you must take it; it is yours!” 
Immediately absenting himself, the poor youth was brought into a 
new dilemma. While ruminating in his mind what he should 
now do, he happened to meet with another boy from Moravia, by 
the name of Schober. ‘They disclosed to each other their trou- 
bles, and agreed to leave Heerendyk, and join themselves to the 
brethren elsewhere. He knew, from the society’s accounts, that 
General Oglethorpe, then governor of Georgia, had assisted the 
brethren in founding a colony in Georgia, in America ; the two 
youths, therefore, bent their minds to England, hoping from 
thence to get to Georgia. The captain of a ship, to whom they 
addressed themselves for this purpose, took them along with him 
on reasonable terms, gave them many proofs of his kindness; 
and they not understanding the English language, he took them 


to a German innkeeper at London, who was happy in contracting 
an acquaintance with two such active and enterprising young 
countrymen. Being informed of their design, he immediately 
repens General Oglethorpe withit. The latter, himself, then 


had an interview with them, and gave them in charge to a sea- 
captain, who was just about sailing for Georgia. David then 
communicated an account of their elopement to England, and 
their contemplated design, to a brother in Holland. Being come 
to an anchor off Savannah, after a prosperous voyage, the Captain 
took them to a gentleman in the city whom General Oglethorpe 
had requested, by letter, to take good care of them, till he should 
find an opportunity of sending them on to the brethrens’ colony. 
Fortunately, there were just at that time several brethren in 
town, and into their care they were delivered. The brethren and 
sisters of the colony, and in particular the parents of Zeisberger, 
who had arrrived there with the other emigrants, were much sur- 
prised at the unexpected appearance of these two youths. They no 
longer knew their son, and yet were obliged to believe that it was 
him. But with all their joy at seeing him again, they, and the 
other brethren and sisters, had much anxiety about him. They 
were poor, had little for their own subsistence, and knew not how 
they would be able to meet the demands of General Oglethorpe 
and the sea-captain. Although David assured them that no 
charges would be sent in, yet they could not be brought to believe 
it, til a considerable time had elapsed. 
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Giving an account of this event himself in later years, he made 
hese additional remarks—-*t From the day on which I left the 
brethren in Holland till I arrived in Georgia, our Saviour has 
mercifully screened me against all bodily or spiritual harm. ] 
might easily have been drawn into wicked practices ; yet this was 
not the case; for He held his hand over me. At that time, in- 
deed, I did not rightly understand it; but I have since been led 
to reflect what might have become of me, if our Saviour had not 
ouarded me. Many a time, also, have I thanked him for it. On 
the whole, I recognize the hand of Divine Providence in this 
affair, and am on that account the more inclined cordially to for- 
give those injuries wherewith some brethren in Holland have 
wronged me.”’ 

Our late brother had been but a few weeks in Georgia, when 
he experienced a remarkable preservation of his life. Having 
heard the brethren complain of the great damage done in the 
night by the deer, to their rice fields, he secretly took a loaded 
gun and repaired to the spot where the deer used to enter the 
enced field. Their entrance was under a fallen tree, which 
rested upon another. He climbed up the former about 15 feet 
high, and had not sat long before two deer approached the spot. 
As they were passing under the tree, he fired upon them; but the 
gun, which had been largely charged, gave him such a shock 
when firing it that he fell backwards from his seat to the 
ground. How long he laid there, in a swoon, he did not know 
himself. Having recovered his senses again, and wiped the 
blood from his face—for his head had been severely hurt by the 
jall—he discovered the deer lying dead near him; but the fowl- 
ingpiece he could not find. He then went home; the brethren 
were terrified at his appearance, and bound up his wounds—then 
went into the field and brought home the deer and the gun. 

His stay among the brethren in Georgia proved, in many res- 
pects, a blessing, and of service to him, particularly as the bre- 
thren Peter Bohler and Schulius bestowed a peculiar attention 
upon him, and a reciprocal confidence was kept alive between 
them. Even in his later years, he was wont to remember these 
times with pleasure. The colony, which had been designed as a 
settlement from which to send the gospel among the Indians in 
the vicinity, breaking up for Pennsylvania about 1740, because 
they were desired to take up arms against the Spaniards, who 
threatened an invasion, Zeisberger likewise accompanied them, 
and assisted at the building of Bethlehem and Nazareth wherever 
he could. 

At that time, (as himself related) he was not yet converted, but 
still was not without serious convictions, and it was his sincere 
desire that his heart might be changed, and that thoroughly and 
forever. He once replied to a brother, who asked him whether 
he had no notion for being converted—* that will take place in, 
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due time, and then will every body perceive that I am truly coy, 
verted.” 

[In 1743, Count Zinzendorf being on the eve of his departure 
from America to Europe, this was thought to be the most suitable 
opportunity for Z. to return to his native country. Contrary to his 
inclination, and out of mere obedience, he complied, and went 
with the Count’s suite to New-York, in order to sail from thence. 
All things were in readiness, and the cable was just about to be 
loosed, when brother David Nitschman asked him “ whether he 
went to Europe willingly.”’ Replying to this question in the ne. 
gative, and alleging, as the reason for it, that his conversion was 
his first concern, brother Nitschman said to him—“If I were in 
your place, | would immediately return to Bethlehem.” He in- 
stantly left the ship and went back to Bethlehem. Soon after, 
the friendly address of brother Gottlob Bittner, a missionary 
among the Indians, proved a great blessing to him; and again, 
that verse which was sung as a prayer at meals— 


“¢ Whom dost thou love >—Sinners the vilest race ! 
Whom dost thou bless P—Children who scorn’d thy grace !” 


Made such a deep impression on his heart, that he burst out into 
tears, and pondered on it, weeping and praying all that afternoon. 
His determination to devote himself to the Saviour was now ful- 
filled, and he found what he sought with Him—a friendly recep-' 
tion, and a comforting assurance of the forgiveness of his sins. 
He likewise soon felt an impulse to serve Him, and his particular 
wish was, to be accounted worthy to labour for the extension of 
the kingdom of Jesus, among the heathen nations of North Ame- 
rica. At that time brother Pyrlaeus instructed several young 
men in the Maquay, or Mohawk language: Zeisberger left his 
fellow scholars far behind him, and on every occasion endea- 
voured to turn what he had learned to account. He also sought 
to have intercourse with the Iroquois, who visited or travelled 
through Bethlehem, that he might learn their language too. It 
soon became customary for the Indians that repaired to Bethle- 
hem, to go in quest of him, and ifthey were still strangers to him, 
they were introduced to him. By this means he soon became 
such a master of the Iroquois tongue, that he was able to serve 
the government, as an interpreter of Indian languages, in the fol- 
lowing years. 

In 1745 he travelled with brother Spangenberg, for the first 
time, to Onondago, the seat of the great council of the Iroquois, 
or the so called Six Nations ; and although this journey was the 
most troublesome of all that he afterwards undertook, (for he and 
his companions often suffered great want of the necessaries of 
life,) yet it was very agreeable tohim. One circumstance which 
happened at that time, left a lasting impression on Ais and his 


companion Schebosch’s mind. On their return from Onondago, 
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-acir stock of provisions once failed them.—A green grass plat 
forded them 2 comfortable resting place, but nothing to satisfy 
the cravings of hunger. Having oft eyed each other with pitiful 
looks, brother Spangenberg arose, and in a friendly tone said to 
Zeisberger, “Come David, make haste and get your fishing 
tackle ready, and catch us a mess of fish.” He replied, “1 
would readily go and fish, if there was the least prospect of catching 
any; in such shallow clear water as we have here along side of 
as. the fish do not stay, particularly at this season of the year— 
at present they are all in deep water.’? Schebosch confirmed 
this assertion. However brother Spangenburg replied, “ But if, 
notwithstanding, | say, David, go and fish '—you will this time 
comply from mere obedience.” “ Well, ll do it,” was his an- 
swere Spangenberg then said, “Goa little further out into the 
water, that ] may have the pleasure of seeing, from my couch, 
how expert you are at fishing.” While Zeisberger and Sche- 
bosch were going to the water, they said to each other, “ Our 
dear brother knows little about fishing; however that is some- 
thing foreign to his line too.’ Filled with surprise, they were 
soon ready to retract their declaration, for Schebosch had enough 
todo, merely to watch the large fish that Zeisberger caught. Be- 
ing returned to their resting place, brother Spangeuberg, smiling, 
observed, “ Ah! my brethren! have we not a kind Heavenly 
Father ?”? Not only were they enabled for the present to satisfy 
the cravings of hunger, but they also had some left, which, ac- 
cording to the Indian mode, they dried at the fire and took along 
with them, to serve them on their further journey. On this occa- 
sion, Zeisberger received such a powerful impression of the 
gracious providence of God; and his faith in the same was 
strengthened to such a degree, that afterwards, during the whole 
of his ministry, he ventured every thing upon the help and as- 
sistance of his Lord, and never suffered himself to be dissuaded 
from his purpose. On another occasion, when they were nearly 
starved, because their provisions had been consumed for several 
days already, they found a bear’s quarter, which an Indian, it be- 
ing out of his power to take it along, had suspended at the road’s 
side, that such as might happen to travel that way might use it. 
The same year, (1745) when Zeisberger and Christian Frede- 
rick Post were going to travel by way of Albany into the Indian 
country, in order to learn the Maquay language, they were taken 
up at this place as suspicious characters, who instigated the In- 
dians to hostile measures; and were confined in the prison at 
New-York. But after repeated trials, being found innocent of all 
the charges preferred against them, they were again set at lar e, 
after a captivity of seven weeks, and then returned to Bethlehem. 
In 1747 Zeisberger again visited the Indians living on Long 
{sland and Great Island, in the western branch of the Susque- 
hannah, in brother Martin Macks’? company. They found many 
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sick there, but dared not venture to give them any of their med; 
cines ; for if such patients had died, even a great while afterwards 
the Indians would certainly have charged the brethren with the 
cause of their death. The great distress of these poor people, whe 
were sunk into al] manner of heathenish abominations, and now 
visited by jamine and disease, deeply affected the brethren. They 
sought to recommend to them the love of Jesus, for the salvation of 
their souls ; but they found the ears of very few among them open- 
ed. They therefore returned home dejected, after they had again 
been several times in danger of losing their lives on this trouble. 
some pilgrimage, from some intoxicated Indians. 

In 1750, Zeisberger once more had the pleasure of taking a 
journey to Onondago, in company with Bishop Cammerhof. The 
account he used to give of this journey was delightful. Both the 
brethren lived in cordial love and familiarity, and shared each 
other’s weal and wo. So much the more trying it was for Zeis- 
berger, that in the following year his intimate friend was called 
home by our Lord. He ever cherished a grateful remembrance 
of the advantages he had reaped from the society of the brethren 
Sps..zenberg and Cammerhof. 

In regard to his journey with the latter, the following circum- 
stances are deserving of notice. ‘They performed their journey 
to Tiaegu, about 160 miles, among many difficulties, by water up 
the Susquehannah, laying by in the evening and building a hut of 
bark for themselves. From Tiaogu they proceeded by land, and 
had to encounter fresh obstacles almost daily. After a journey 
of five weeks, they reached Onondago, the capital of the Iro- 
quois, which lay in a most pleasant and fertile country, and con- 
sisted of five small towns or villages. The object of this journey 
was to pay that visit to the great council of the Iroquois, which 
had been promised to them at Philadelphia in 1749, and at the 
same time to ask leave for several brethren to live in the Iroquois 
territory, in order to learn the language of this nation, and then 
to preach the gospel among them. Cammerhof addressed the 
great council in English, and Zcisberger acted the part of an in- 
terpreter. Their request was granted, and the assurance given 
them, that the Iroquois would consider the brethren on this side 
of the great water, and on the other, as their brethren ; and that 
the covenant with them should never be dissolved nor torn asun- 
der. Filled with joy and gratitude for the assistance of the Lord 
which they had experienced, the brethren immediately set out 
upon their journey homewards, and again reached Bethlehem 
safety, having travelled upwards of 1500 miles among none but 
Indians. 

‘Towards the close of this year, (1750) Zeisberger went on @ 
visit to Europe, with brother Nathaniel Seidel, and in October 0: 
the following year, they arrived again at Bethlehem. At Herr 
huth Count Zinzendor! had a long conversation with them co’ 
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erning their labours among the Indians; and with Zeisberger, 
whom he acknowledged to be a chosen vessel of God for the 
vood of this nation, he absolutely spoke of nothing else. He 
5 ° . ° . . . a 
confirmed his call to this station, and with this view, recommend- 
ed him in a particular manner to the divine blessing. Thus hav- 
ing his province marked out before him—on his return to Ame- 
rica he was enabled to resume his favourite labours with the 
oreater confidence. 
~ In the summer of 1752, Zeisberger journeyed once more, in 
company with the brethren Martin Mack and Godfrey Rundt, to 
Onondago, where they intended to reside for some time. But 
before they arrived there, they were met by a company of about 
20 chiefs of the Oneidas, who also belong to the Iroquois tribe. 
These violently opposed the further prosecution of their journey ; 
the brethren, however, would not be deterred from their pur- 
pose, but requested them to call a council meeting. In this 
mecting, Zeisberger addressed them in so convincing a manner, 
that they changed their minds, and readily suffered them to pro- 
secute their journey. At Onondago, they were quartered into 
the hut of a chief, and enjoyed so much love, assistance, and so 
many favours from them, as quite surprised them. Brother Mack 
being returned to Bethlehem, the brethren Zeisberger and Rundt, 
visited the Tuscaroras and Cajugas ; but they could not obtain a 
proper conference with the chiefs of the latter, nor stay more than 
one day among them, because a white rum trader would on no 
account suffer them to be in the village, for fear their negotia- 
tions with the Indians would ruin his trade. This man at first 
endeavoured to drive brother Zeisberger off by invectives and 
curses ; but finding this unavailing, he flew into such a rage, that 
he struck him with a stick, then with a firebrand—kicked him 
with his feet, and even made an attempt to stab him. The In- 
dians, indeed, checked his rage by force; still the brethren 
found it most advisable to withdraw. On their return to Onon- 
dago, they found that the men were preparing for the winter 
chase, and that few, except the women, would remain at home; 
they therefore concluded to terminate their stay in this place for 
the present, and to return to Bethlehem, where they arrived on 
the 15th of December. 

In April of the year following, (1753) Zeisberger again went 
to Onondago, and this time took with him, as a companion, bro- 
ther Henry Frey. Both these brethren again enjoyed universal 
love and friendship, and likewise the most cordial hospitality, so 
long as the poor Indians themselves had any thing left. Nothing 
disturbed them here, except the war betwixt the English and 
the French ; when the great council advised them, in case the 
seat ot war should be transferred into their neighbourhood, ne 
longer to remain at Onondago. Zeisberger having this time. 
also, embraced every opportunity to publish Jesus, and his sal- 
vation, besides acquiring a further knowledze of the lanenaze. 
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after a half year’s stay among them, returned to Bethlehem with 
his fellow-labourer. 

In 1754 he again repaired to his post among the Iroquois, tak 
ing brother Charles Friederich with him. He staid nearly a yeay 
among them. The brethren gained their livelihood by hewing 
wood, grinding hatchets, and particularly by’ building small huts 
for others. If, notwithstanding these precautions, they’ were in 
want of provisions, they followed the chase, or looked for roots 
in the woods, to satisfy their hunger. The Indians were oft not 
a little surprised that the brethren, who might live so comfortably 
at home, should, out of mere love to them, take up with coarse 
fare, or even suffer hunger. 

The year 1755 was a very memorable and troublesome time, 
In June and July the brethren, Ziesberger and Christian Seidel 
once more visited Wajomick, and the circumjacent country on 
the Susquchannah ; and neither of them would suffer dangers o; 
hardships to deter them from recommending the grace of Jesus 
so much the more urgently to the Indians, who just then were 
suffering from a severe famine. 

In the fall of this year, a cruel war broke out among the sava- 
ges, In consequence of the war between the English and the 
French, and threw many parts of the country, particularly Penn- 
sylvania, into the utmost consternation and confusion. During 
this period, the brethren were more exposed to danger than other 
white people; for the French, tried to gain the Indians over 
to their side, and persuaded those most readily that cherished 2 
hostile disposition against the brethren on account of their doc- 
trine : these, therefore, were most capable of doing mischief, and 
executing their murderous devices, because the brethren permit- 
ted them to have a free access to them when they paid visits to 
their friends among the believing Indians. The Directors of 
the society at Bethlehem kept up a lively correspondence with 
the missionaries at Gnadenhiutten, on this side of the Lehigh, as 
well as with the brethren and sisters on the Mahony Creek, hal 
a mile on the other side Of this river. 

On the 24th of November, the same day that the house of the 
brethren on the Mahony was attacked and burnt, and 11 brethren 
and sisters were murdered by hostile Indians, brother Zeisberger 
was sent as a messenger, with letters to both places, which he 
was to deliver that same evening. Being arrived at Gnadenhut- 
ten, at the dwelling of the missionaries Mack and Grube, these 
did not think it advisable for him to cross the Mahony the same 
evening, particularly as hostile Indians were known to be lurk- 
ing about the neighbourhood. But he would by no means be 
dissuaded from executing the commissions he had received ; he 
bade the missionaries good night, mounted his horse and rode off. 
Brother Mack being seized with anxious forebodings concerning 
his fate, ran after him and earnestly begged him to return; but 
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he rode on. He had we got into the middle of the Lehigh, 
when brother Mack djstinctly heard the firing on the Mahony, 
and called to him to return. Zeisberger not hearing the report 
of the fire arms, on account of the rushing of the water, rode 
quite across the Lehigh; but finally he suffered himself to be 
prevailed upon to ride back again. As soon as he had reached 
brother Mack, who waited for him on this side of the river, they 
gaw the country, in that direction, illuminated by fire ; from which 
circumstance they concluded that the buildings of the brethren 
on the Mahony were in flames, Nearly at the same instant, a 
youth, Joseph Sturgis by name, who had escaped from the mur- 
derers, arrived. Zcisberger then hastened back to Bethlehem, 
where he arrived in the morning at 3 o’clock. With regard to 
this gracious preservation, he often expressed himself to this ef- 
fect: “* Had I come sooner, or a little later, to the brethren and 
sisters on the Mahony, | should have run right into the hands of 
the enemy ; but that was not the Saviour’s will; J] was yet lon- 
ger to serve him.” 

The door that opened into the Indian country being in a man- 
ner closed upon the brethren, by reason of the troubles occa- 
sioned by the war, which lasted for several years, Zcisberger was 
called to serve in different capacities in the congregations. In 
the mean time he composed a grammar and a dictionary of the 
Iroquois language, and translated the harmony of the four gos- 
pels into the same. At the same time he had a great deal of in- 
tercourse with the Indians who came to Easton, alternately, to 
converse and negotiate with government; for such among them 
as knew him, would always have him with them. But of all his 
labours, these were the most disagreeable to him. 

At last, after the lapse of a period of 6 years, which proved 
quite unfruitful with respect to the propagation of the gospel 
among the Indians, in 1762, according to Zeisberger’s expres- 
sion, the sky brightened somewhat again, and now he was seen 
very busy at Wajomick, particularly in visiting the sick Indians. 
He had the pleasure of comforting several in their last moments, 
and seeing them fall asleep in the faith of Jesus. 

(To be continued.) 
LETTER FROM AN ENGLISH CURATE. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 
Dear Sir, 

I have been sometimes induced to believe, that the freedom of 
religious opinions which we happily enjoy in this country, may, 
like many other blessings, be perverted to injurious conse- 
quences, as it respects our personal religion. 

Holiness of heart and life are the true tests of real piety. High 
orivileges may injure us, if by boasting of their possession, we 
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become proud ourselves. I have been led to these reflections. 
by the perusal of the following letter from a curate in England, 
who had been dismissed from a comfortable situation, because 
he preached the doctrines of the cross of Christ, in a manner so 
humbling to the pride of man, and so exclusively glorifying to 
the Divine Redeemer, as will generally excite the disapprobation 
of every diosesan who loves to preach smooth things, and to live 
comfortably with the world. Many a dissenting minister, who 
might perhaps sneer at the conscience of a man who could con- 
tinue a member of such an establishment as the Church of Eng- 
land, would do well to cherish such a spiritual frame, such per- 
sonal holiness, as the writer of this letter. The letter itself was 
in reply to one written to the curate, by a pious respectable lay- 
man belonging to a dissenting chapel, who had made some kind 
offers of service, from a love of the brethren, which overlooked 
the usual barriers between colder Christians of different denomi- 
nations. I had acopy from the gentleman to whom it was ad- 
dressed, and I feel persuaded that useful reflections will arise from 
its perusal, in the mind of every believer, willing to say, with 
Paul, ** God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and 
I unto the world.” A SuBscriper. 


-_——— 


C. 





n, Monday, Aug. 4th, 1820. 





J.F.G , Esq. 


My Dear Sir—Your kind letter should not have remained so 
long unanswered, had J not been all this while undecided as to 
my destination. | have at length accepted a curacy at P—, to 
which place | propose removing, with my family, in about three 
weeks.—My new rector is . The duty I believe 
is very considerable, and the salary not large, one hundred 
pounds a year, without a house ; but on many accounts | rejoice 
in the prospect before me, and cannot but see, and thankfully 
acknowledge the good hand of my God upon me, in removing me 
from O , toa place of greater labour and trust in the Lord’s 
vineyard. I was becoming too much attached to O——, and the 
many temporal comforts and kind friends that surrounded me 
there, and had long been making no progress (and ene 
backsliding,) in spiritual things. But the Lord has been digging 
about me, and loosening my roots, and transplanting me, and all 
to make me bring forth fruit to the praise of the glory of his 
grace. I was sure the chastisement was laid upon me 1n LOVE; 
and that it would work for my good in the end: and I am not dis- 
appvinted; for it has been the means (not as some of my friends 
hoped of advancing my worldly interests but) of adding to my 
spiritual blessings. And now, my dear sir, I desire to thank you 
for all you so kindly say about my coming to E——, and for the 
truly Christian love and concern you express for me. J should 
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,o doubt have derived much comfort and improvement from your 
society, and others of the Lord’s people i that city; but HE, 
who fixes the bounds of our habitation, has been pleased to order 
otherwise ; and happy is it for us, when we are taught and ena- 
bled to choose for ourselves what he chooses tor us. 

As moor-shooting is begun, I conclude Lord § is in S———, 
and shall therefore enclose this to him at A—— Castle. He is 
much in my prayers; he is remembered in my poor way, and 
commended to Him who is able to make all grace abound to His 
dear children. 1 trust dear Lord S is in that happy number ; 
but what a snare and hinderance are rank, and riches, and health, 
and strength, and spirits. Sul, grace will overcome where it is 
given; and even consecrate all these to the Master’s use. I have 
some hopes and many fears about him. How happy should I be 
to hear of his being decidedly a follower of the Lamb, and no 
longer halting between two opinions. Mrs. C. desires to unite 
in kind Christian regard to you and yours, with, my dear sir, 
very truly and affectionately your’s in the Lord Jesus, 


S C , 











SELECT SAYINGS, 
Or Sentiments, on the subject of Affliction. 

i. “It is a foolish and unreasonable thing in a Christian, to 
expect to escape afflictions on his way to the heavenly Canaan.” 
—Anonymous. 

In the world ye shall have tribulation.—John xvi. 33. 

We must, through much tribulation, enter into the kingdom of God.— 
Acts xiv. 22. 

2, “If Christians were not an afflicted people, they would 
have been destitute of one great branch of resemblance to their 
divine Master.”—Anonymous. 

A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.—JIsa. liii. 3. 

Ye shall indeed drink of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that 
Lam baptized with.— Matt. xx. 23. 

If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me.—Matt. xvi. 24. 

3. “ Affliction is a furnace, by the light of which, under the 
divine blessing, we discover the hidden idols of the heart; and 
the heat of which consumes the remaining dross.’’—Anonymous. 

I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver 
is refined, and try them as gold is tried.— Zech. xiii. 9. 

I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.—ZIsa. xlviii. 10. 

4. “ Affliction, through grace, both tries and strengthens faith : 
and though it excites pain, it issues in profit.”,»—Anonymous. 

If need be ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations, that the 
trial of your faith, being more precious than of gold that perisheth, though 
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise, and honour, and glory, at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ.—1 Pet. i. 6, 7. , 

Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; 
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nevertheless, afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness 

unto them which are exercised thereby.— Heb. xii. 11. 

5. * Many groan under « flictions who never weep for their sins 
and show more anxiety to have their afflictions removed than to 
have their sins pardoned.””—Anonymous. 

Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is greater than I can bear. 
Beboid thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth, and 
from thy face shall I be hid, and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in 
the earth ; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shal! 
slay me.—Gen. iv. 13, 14. 

And when Pharaoh saw that the rain, and the hail, and the thunders, 
were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his see 
vants.—Evod. ix. 34. 

REVIEW. 

The Difficulties and Temptations which attend the Preaching of 
the Gospel in great Cities: a Sermon preached in the First 
Presbyterian Church, in the city of Baltimore, Oct. 19th, 1820; 
at the Ordination and Installation of the Rev. Wiitiam Nevins, 
as Pastor of said Church. By Samuet Mixxer, D. D. Profes- 
sor, &c. in the Theological Seminary at Princeton. Baltimore: 
J. Robinson, 1820. pp. 43. 


In our articles entitled City Affairs, it is, and will be our aim, 
to exhibit the spiritual wants of the poorer part of our city popu 
lation. It is happy for us, and for our readers, that our want of 
skill on this subject, is likely to be supplied by one of the most 
able and pious writers of the present day ; whose publications in 
behalf of the cities of Great Britain, need only to be adapted to 
the state of society, in our own city, in erder to interest, and edi- 
fy, and excite the best feelings of a Christian community. 

But we arrest our progress in the work of Dr. Chalmers, no- 
ticed in our last number, to avail ourselves of the labours of an 
eminent divine of our own country, in presenting another aspect 
of city affairs, which is too apt to pass unnoticed. 

In a Christian regard for the wants and dangers of a city po- 
pulation, we are not to confine our compassion and our labours 
to the poorer classes alone. Not only are those particularly ex- 
posed to ruin, who by their poverty, and degradation, and habits, 
are excluded from the privileges of education and religion,—from 
the house of God and the pious attentions of the ministers of 
Jesus,—but, according to the excellent sermon before us, those 
who have wealth, and privileges, and churches, and ministers, 
in the most gracious abundance—who are exalted to heaven in 
point of privilege, may so abuse the care bestowed, that their 
blessings may become a curse, and they, from the height of their 
exaltation, be cast down to hell. 

The solemnity of this thought is sufficient to prepare the minds, 
both of our ministers and their people, to peruse the sermon before 


the Preaching of the Gospel in great Cities.” ¥557 


js with a thorough design to apply its practical lessons to their 
ywn individual cases, and with the earnest prayer, that by the 
blessing of God, they may be as high in perpetual favour and 
love. as they are now in external privileges. 

In discoursing from the text, Romans i. 15 16, “ So, as much 
as in me is, 1 am ready to preach the Gospel to you that are at Rome 
also: for Iam not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ”—The author 
illustrates the following important propositions :— 


“J, There are peculiar difficulties and temptations which attend the 
preaching of the gospel in great cities ;—and 

“[L. It is of peculiar importance that the gospel be plainly and faith- 
fully preached in such places.” 


Upon the difficulties and temptations he observes— 


«1, The accumulated wealth, and the consequent luxury and dissipa- 
tion of a great city, form a serious obstacle to the plain and faithful preach- 
ing of the gospel. 

“Tf wealth were generally employed, as some pious individuals have 
employed it, to promote the spread of the gospel, and the happiness of 
mankind ; it would indeed be a real blessing, and its increase highly to be 
desired. But, alas! in this depraved world, how seldom is wealth thus 
employed! It is too commonly made to minister to the vanity and the 
lusts of its possessors ; and thus becomes a curse both to them, and to all 
around them. : But in great cities, where many wealthy individuals are 
brought together, and where the principle of competition and display 
maintains such a peculiarly powerful intluence ; there the ‘pomps and 
vanities of the world’ hold an almost undisputed reign. There magnifi- 
cent houses, grand equipages, splendid dress, and expensive entertain- 
ments, form, with multitudes, the ambition, and the business of life. There 
the unceasing effort of many, to rival those above them, to outstrip equals, 
and to dazzle inferiors, is the grand object, which keeps up the constant 
fever of anxious pursuit. 

* While splendid living is the idol of one class, various kinds of amuse- 
ment, commonly called pleasure, employ and corrupt a much larger class. 
The theatre—the card-table—the dance—the midnight revel, and every 
form of dissipation, are summoned to their aid to kill time, or to season 
the insipidity of sober life. Amusements are multiplied, aud combined, 
and varied, and reiterated, until they become the chief, and, with many, 
the sole employment. And even some of those who are not engaged in 
these pursuits themselves, are so connected by various ties with those who 
are, that they cannot escape the contagious influence. Cast an eye, my 
friends, over any populous city, and say whether the picture is not below 
rather than above the reality. 

“ Now, need I say, that all this is directly contrary to the spirituality and 
self-denial of the gospel? Need I say, that a person who walks in such a 
course, even though he be a stranger to gross vices, cannot be a disciple of 
Jesus Christ? No, brethren, as long as the Bisue is our guide, it is im- 
possible to decide otherwise. And I have sometimes thought that there is 
no class of persons more difficult to be approached and impressed by a 
minister of Christ, than your genteel, decent worshippers, of luxury and 
fashion. We cannot denounce them as immoral, in the popular sense of 
the term; and they are apt to imagine that they are saints because they 
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are not profligates. As long as this impression remains, there is no h 
of their being profited by any thing we can say. With what an anxious 
and trembling heart, then, must a minister of the gospel go to proclaim 
his message in a place where such society abounds! He needs not only 
all his fortitude as a man, but also all his confidence as a believer, and all 
the gracious aid promised by the Master whom he serves, to support and 
animate him in the undertaking.”—p. 12. 

But there is another possibility, or prebability, perhaps stil| 
more lamentable than this luxurious, dissipated, wealthy indis. 
position in the hearers.—The minister himself catches the spirit 
of his people—and mingling in their contaminating society, be- 
gins to lose the spirit of his holy office—and given up to the 
guidance of natural feeling, finds it hard “ to go to those who, it 
may be, a few days or hours before, caressed him, and perhaps 
loaded him with civilities at the hospitable table, and tell them, 
that except a man be bornagain, he cannot see the kingdom of God; 
that he that believeth not on the Son of God, shall not see life, but 
that the wrath of God abideth on him; that we must not be con- 


formed to this world ; but must deny ungodliness and wordly lusts, 


and live soberly, righteously, and godlily in this present evil world! 
O, what a temptation is here to soften or keep back the truth! 
What a temptation to avoid dwelling on those great practical 
gospel doctrines, which he knows are so grating and offensive to 
many of his hearers!’? From such hospitable tables may the 
Lord preserve the ministers of our city! 

“‘ But alas!” proceeds our author, “even this temptation, fearful as it 
is, is not the whole of his danger. It will be well if, besides softening or 
keeping back the truth, he be not gradually and insensibly drawn to adopt 
in his own person and family, those very worldly habits, against which 
he was bound to have lifted up both his voice and his example. It will 
be well if, instead of being a faithful reprover of prevailing vanities and 
follies, he be not, in effect, their daily patron. There is, I am persuaded, 
no harder trial of a minister’s graces, than to mingle continually with the 
members of a wealthy, polished, and fashionable congregation, and at the 
same time to keep himself unspotted from the world. Truly it requires 
the firmness, as well as the prudence of an apostle, to be surrounded with 
the spirit of conformity to the world, and yet, without giving just offence, 
to have no fellowship with it: to be continually solicited by worldly 
blandishments, and yet to maintain that holy elevation of sentiment and 
conduct which becomes an ‘ Overseer of the flock, a ‘steward of the 
mysteries of God? ”—p. 14. 


“2. The Refinements of Philosophy, falsely so called,” it is 
true, ‘are apt to reign in great and polished cities, and are un- 
friendly to the preaching and success of the gospel ;” and “the 
pride of knowledge, and the speculations of false science, are 
opposed to the” humiliating and simple doctrines of the cross.— 
But we pass over these peculiar obstacles, as being less appli- 
cable toa 





“ proud and gay, 
And gain-devoted city,” 
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Where cupidity is the ruling passion, and where the speculations 
of false science yield to the speculations and mysteries of trade, 
and proceed to the next obstacle, which is— 


«3, That in polished and fashionable society, there is always a peculiar 
demand for smooth and superficial preaching.” 

« The votaries of pleasure and ambition delight in that kind of preach- 
ing which will not disturb them in their unhallowed course. They say, 
‘Prophecy to us smooth things.’ The more a sermon is decorated with 
the charms of a splendid rhetoric ; the more it contains of the enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, and the less of plain, and pungent gospel truth, 
the better adapted it is to their taste. In short, they will not fail to be 
pleased with a preacher, who gratifies their fancy with brilliant imagery 
and language, and their ears with fascinating tones, and says little or 
nothing to make them displeased with themselves. 

“Search Christendom over, my friends, and you will find this to be one 
of the grand temptations in preaching the gospel to the luxurious and fash- 
ionable, especially in large cities. And, alas! how many ministers who 
set out with the purpose and promise of being faithful, have fallen into the 
snare? They have begun, perhaps, with that most vain and delusive of 
all calculations, (for such I verily believe it to be) that the doctrines of the 
gospel are never so likely to find their way to the hearts of the gay and 
the worldly, as when they are covered and disguised with artificial orna- 
ment. Hence they have insensibly contracted the habit of preaching,— 
the truth, perhaps,—but truth so gilded over,—so loaded with ornament,— 
so studiously divested of every thing adapted to give it edge and effect, as 
to be little if any better than keeping it back. This kind of preaching is 
greatly to be admired by the people of the world; but it leaves the pious 
to starveand mourn. It excites no alarm. It produces no complaint, on 
the part of the unbelieving and impenitent. It allows every hearer, who is 
so disposed, to slumber in security; and is adapted, ultimately, to make 
those who statedly attend upon it, Christian in name, but heathen in re- 
ality.”—p. 19. 

“From a courtly, flattering mode of preaching, the transition is easy 
and natural to erroneous opinions. And, accordingly, great cities have 
commonly been, in all ages, the hot-beds of error. Because there have 
been displayed most frequently the pride of intellect, and those splendid 
temptations which are apt to beguile from the simplicity that is in 
Christ.”—p. 20. , 

“Tn great cities” “has generally commenced that fatal decline from or- 
thodoxy, which began, perhaps, with calling in question some of what are 
styled the more rigid peculiarities of received creeds, and ended in em- 
bracing the dreadful, soul-destroying errors of APius or Socinus.* We 


*« The above language, concerning the destructive nature of the .frian and Socinian 
heresies, has not been adopted lightly ; but is the result of serious deliberation, and 
deep conviction. And in conformity with this view of the subject, the author cannot 
forbear to notice and record a declaration made to himself, by the late Dr. Priestley, 
‘wo or three years before the decease of that distinguished Unitarian. The conver- 
sation was a free and amicable one, on some of the fundamental doctrines of religion. 
In reply toa direct avowal on the part of the author that he was a Trinitarian and a 
Calvinist, Dr. Priestley said—‘I do not wonder that you Calvinists entertain and 
xpress a strongly unfavourable opinion of us Unitarians. The truth is, there neither 
“an, nor ought to be, any compromise between us. If you are right, WE ARE NOT 
“MRISTIANS AT ALL; and if we are right, You ARE GROSS IDOLATERS.’ These were, 
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might easily illustrate and confirm this position, by examples drawn from 
our own country, had we time to trace the history of several sects among 
us, and especially of American Unitarianism. But I forbear to pursue 
the illustration farther: and shall only take the liberty to ask, as I pass 
along—How is it to be accounted for, that the preaching of those who 
deny the divinity and atonement of the Saviour, and who reject the doc- 
trines of human depravity, of regeneration, and of justification by the 
righteousness of Christ--How, I ask, is it to be accounted for, that such 
preachers, all over the world, are most acceptable to the gay, the fashion- 
able, the worldly-minded, and even the licentious? That so many em. 
brace and eulogize their system, without being, in the smallest perceptible 
degree, sanctified by it? That thousands are in love with it, and praise 
it; but that we look in vain for the monuments of its reforming and puri- 
fying power? I will not pretend to answer these questions; but leave 
them to the consciences of those who believe, that the genuine doctrines 
of the gospel always have had, and always will have, a tendency to pro- 
mote holiness of heart and of life; and that we must all speedily appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ. 

“The preacher then, who goes to a polite and luxurious capital, ought 
to be most vigilantly on his guard against the tendency and the influence 
of which I have spoken. He ought to be constantly aware of the difficulty 
and of the temptation before him: and while he endeavours to gratify, as 
far as is lawful, the taste for elegance and refinement in his public services ; 
he ought, at the same time, so to preach as to be able, with truth, to say— 
I preach Christ crucified, not with the enticing words of man’s wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit, and of power.”—pp. 20, 21, 22. 

(To be concluded.) 


JIutelligence, 





WESTERN ASIA.—PALESTINE. 
AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Report of the Prudential Committee. 


This mission at present consists of the Rev. Messrs. Levi Par- 
sons and Pliny Fisk, who sailed from Boston, on the 3d of No- 
vember, 1819, and “entered the harbour of Malta, after a fa- 
vourable passage, on the 23d of December. The rigid quaran- 
tine laws of that island would not permit them to land. They 
had the happiness to meet the Rev. Mr. Jowett, and Dr. Naud), 
at the Lazaretto, andiito be introduced to the Rev. Mr. Wilson, 
a missionary, and Mr. Jones, who had been American consul at 
Tripoli. From these gentlemen they received much valuable in- 
formation, and proofs of the kindest and most benevolent interest 


as nearly as can be recollected, the words, and, most accurately, the substance of his 
remark. And nothing, certainly, can be more just. Between those who believe i# 
the divinity and atonement of the Son of God, and those who entirely reject both, 
‘ there is a great gulf fixed,’ which precludes all ecclesiastical intercourse. The form- 
er may greatly respect and Jove the latter, on account of other qualities and attain- 
ments ; but certainly cannot regard them as CurisTIANs, iu any correct sense of the 
word; or as any more ig the way of salvation, than Mahommedans or Jews.” 
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a their mission.”? “ Mr. Jowett was at the pains to draw up 
3 paper of hints for their use; and has shown his love to the 
cause, and his hearty and zealous co-operation with all faithful, 
by an excellent letter addressed to the Board. This laborious 
missionary, whose travels in Egypt and Western Asia have been 
read with eagerness by the Christian world, not only received 
Messrs. Parsons and Fisk kindly, but, in common with his as- 
sociates, was at personal inconvenience and expense to meet 
them almost daily, while they remained in the harbour.” 

“On the 9th of January the ship pursued her voyage, and in 
six days arrived in Smyrna.” 

The Report of the Committee contains no important intelli- 
gence from the mission of a later date than we have already laid 
before our readers, in this volume, p. 50—and the account it 
gives of the preparation and departure of the missionaries, with 
observations on the peculiar field of labour they have entered up- 
on, are to be found in our last volume, at pp. 476 and 536. 

“On the first Monday in February, the Rev. Mr. Williamson 
united with the missionaries in the monthly concert of prayer. 
This was probably the commencement, in Turkey, of a holy cele- 
bration, which will, at some future day, be observed in every vil- 
lage of that populous and extensive empire.” 

We shall take leave of this interesting mission, for the present, 
with the following extract of a letter from the gentleman just 
named, addressed to the Secretary of the Board. 

“ Smyrna, Feb. 1820. 

“Rev. anp Dear Sir,—Although our friends, the mission- 
aries, have acquainted you with their safe arrival in Smyrna, yet 
I would wish to join in the annunciation of the fact.” 

“{ would first greet you and every member of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Accept of my 
most cordial salutations, and Christian congratulations, on the 
happy commencement of an enterprise, which must, in due time, 
terminate in the completest success—in the conversion of the hea- 
then and reformation of the Christian world. Every attention 
has been, and shall be paid to Messrs. Parsons and Fisk, and to 
all their successors, who will come as the messengers of the Lord, 
as far as my abilities and influence will possibly avail.” 

“Within the last 50 years, literature is beginning to peep out 
among the Greeks from her hiding places in Turkey. Some of 
the best informed are acquainted with the history of the refor- 
mation; and will grant that Luther was a great man, sent for the 
benefit of the human race, though they are far at present from 
desiring a like reformation. Luther, and those other reformers, 
who did not condemn and sweep away episcopal superintend- 
ence, are respected by a few of the Greeks, though the majority 
will have nothing to do with reformation, and know nothing about 
“* Besides the Christians all around the shores of the Medi- 
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terranean, those of Egypt, Abyssinia, Arabia, Syria, Persia, Asis 
Minor, Russia, and Turkey in Europe, of whatever denomination 
they may be, all have their own episcopal magistrates in eccle- 
siastical affairs; and each party has fixed laws for clergy and 
laity, of which the violation of the most trifling, these ignorant 
ap consider as more heinous, than of the most important law 
of the state. 

‘The sale and distribution of the Holy Scriptures, and relj- 
gious tracts, have been, hitherto, the only missionary operations 
carried on in this ceuntry. A missionary visiting the different 
towns must endeavour, not only to make the acquaintance, but to 
gain the confidence of the leading men and priests of the Greeks. 
With the assistance of his new friends, the missionary may be 
able to distribute many copies of the everlasting word, in a lan- 
guage intelligible to the people, a blessing of which those re- 
gions have been deprived for some hundreds of years. Next to 
the countenance of the Greeks, religious tracts, compiled from 
the first fathers of the Christian church, will be of the greatest 
service to missionaries. The Greeks highly esteem and vene- 
rate the ancient martyrs. ‘Their writings are looked upon as 
oracles ; but they are very scarce, and unintelligible to the peo- 
ple, as they stand in ancient Greek. In case of opposition, which 
sometimes happens, and of a deadly indifference, which gener- 
ally prevails, tracts will be of the greatest utility in bringing for- 
ward the fathers to allay opposition, and to recommend the duty 
of perusing the Scriptures, as well as to awaken a spirit of piety, 
and of inquiry after gospel truth.” 

“‘ Two other important parts of missionary labour remain to be 
entered upon. The first is education ;—the other a translation, 
not of the Scriptures, for that is accomplished, but of all other 
goad religious books and tracts. The printing of a religious 
monthly publication in Modern Greek, not offending the institu- 
tions of the country, is of primary importance, and would be, in 
the hands of prudent conducters, of incalculable service. The 
extensive fields of education are not, to foreign Protestant mis- 
sionaries, so easily and completely accessible, as the rich and 
most abundant streams of a fount of types, which would ere long, 
silently water every portion of the field sowed with the word of 


God ; and, with the divine blessing, would render luxuriant and 
plentiful the Christian harvest.” 


INDIA BEYOND THE GANGES. 
AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION TO BURMAH. 


From the Rev. Mr. Judson’s Journal. 
(Concluded from p. 538.) 


Feb. 26th.—Moung Shwa-boo, a sedate and pleasant man, who 
came to live in our yard, just before we went to Ava, accompani- 
ed Moung Myat-yah to the usual evening worship. When we 
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vere about breaking up, Moung Thah-lah began conversation, b 
saying, ‘Teacher, your intention of going away, has filled us all 
with trouble. Is it good to forsake us thus ? Notwithstanding 
present difficulties and dangers, it is to be remembered, that this 
work is not yours or ours, but the work of God. If he give light, 
ihereligion will spread. Nothing canimpedeit.” After conversing 
some time, 1 found that Moung Louk, another inhabitant of the 
yard, had been listening without. Accordingly, he was invited 
to take his seat with the inquirers. Moung Bya now began to be 
in earnest, his arm was elevated, and his eyes brightened. “ Let 
us all,’ said he, ‘make an effort. As for me, I will pray. On- 
ly leave a little church of ten, with a teacher set over them, and 
{ shall be fully satisfied.”” Moung Nau took a very active part in 
the conversation. ‘The three new ones said nothing, except that 
they were desirous of considering the religion of Christ. None 
of them, however, were willing to admit, that, as yet, he believed 
any thing. 

We felt that it was impossible for us all to leave these people, 
in these interesting circumstances ; and, at the same time, we 
felt it very important that Chittagong should not be neglected. 
Under these circumstances, we came to the conclusion, that bro- 
ther Colman should proceed immediately to Chittagong, collect the 
Arrakanese converts, and form a station, to which new mission- 
aries from the Board may at first repair, and to which I may ulti- 
mately flee, with those of the disciples that can leave the coun- 
try, when we find that persecution is so violent, as to suppress 
all further inquiry, and render it useless and rash to remain; that 
Ishould remain in Rangoon, until the state of things becomes 
thus desperate, and then endeavour to join brother C. in Chitta- 
cong; but that, if, contrary to our expectation, the Rangoon sta- 
tion should, after a lapse of several months, appear to be tenable, 
and that for an indefinite time, and some work be evidently going 
on, brother C. after settling one or two missionaries in Chittagong, 
to keep that place, should rejoin me in Rangoon. 

Feb. 27th, Lord’s Day.—Had private worship in the zayat 
—the front doors closed—none present but the disciples and in- 
quirers. 

Feb, 28th—A visit from Moung Shwa Gnong. He had consider- 
ed (he said) my last words, that one must believe, and be baptiz- 
ed, in order to bea full disciple ; it was his desire to be such; and 
he wanted to know what outward rules, in particular, he must ob- 
serve, in case he should become a professor. 1! told him, that the 
disciples of Christ, after baptism, were associated together; that 
they assembled every Lord’s day for worship ; and that, from time to 
time, they received the sacrament of bread and wine. I then warn- 
ed him of the danger of self-deception, and of the persecution to 
which disciples were exposed in this country, and advised him to 
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re-consider the matter most thoroughly, before he made a definit. 
request for baptism. 

After he had gone, Oo Yan (mentioned Dec. 19th,) came in— 
was disappointed in not finding Moung Shwa Gnong, having, 
agreed to meet him at the mission house. We hada long con- 
versation on doctrinal points, in which he discovered a very acute, 
discriminating mind. 

March 2d.—Another visit from Oo Yan. Venture to indulge a 
little hope, that truth is beginning to operate on his mind. 

March 5th, Lord’s Day.—Private worship, as last Lord’s day, 
In the evening, received the sacrament of bread and wine, 
Moung Nau was not present, having gone on a visit to Bau-lay, his 
native place. Had a refreshing and happy season, with the two 
other disciples. ‘Two of the inquirers were spectators. 

March 8th.—In the evening, had a very pleasant and instructive 
conference with the disciples and inquirers. Moung Tha-lah ap- 
peared to great advantage. Took the lead in explaining truth to 
the new ones, and quoted scripture with singular facility and apt- 
ness. He has most evidently very correct views of the doctrines 
of grace. Moung Myat-yah appears to begin to discern the ex- 
cellence of the Christian system, and to have some right feeling to- 
wards the Saviour. 

March 10th.—Moung Shwa Gnong and Oo Yan have been with 
me several hours ; but the interview has afforded very little en- 
couragement. The former said but little on his own account,—ap- 
pearing chiefly desirous of convincing and persuading his friend, 
that he might gain (as I secretly suspected) some companion of his 
own rank in life, before he embraced the new religion. The lat- 
ter acted on the defensive, and spent all his time in raising objec- 
tions. He was ready to admit, that the atheistic system of the 
Boodhists, was not tenable ; but endeavoured to fortify himself on 
amiddle system, between that and the Christian, the very system in 
which Moung Shwa Gnong formerly rested, and which, for distinc- 
tion’s sake, may be fitly termed the semi-atheistic. Its fundamental 
doctrine is, that divine wisdom, not concentrated in any existing 
spirit, or embodied in any form, but diffused throughout the unt- 
verse, and partaken in different degrees, by various intelligences, 
and ina very high degree by the Boodhs, is the true and only God. 
This poor system, which is evidently guilty of suicide, Oo Yan 
made every possible effort to keep alive ; but I really think, that, 
in his own mind, he felt the case to be hopeless. His mode of 
reasoning is, however, soft, insinuating and acute; and s0 
adroitly did he act his part, that Moung Shwa Gnong, with his 
strong arm, and J, with the strength of truth, were scarcely able 
to keep him down. ’ 

March 13th.—The teacher and Oo Yan, with two of thelr 
friends, came and spent several hours. The former staid later 
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yan the others, and attended evening worship. © [ asked him, 
whether there was any point in the Christian system, on which he 
had not obtained satisfaction. He replied that he was not yet sa- 
tisfied as to the propriety of God’s appointing one particular day 
in the week, for assembling, together, in distinction from all other 
days. I saw, at once, why he has always been so remiss in at- 
tending worship on the Lord’s day ; and I therefore proceeded to 
state the nature of positive commands, and their peculiar excel- 
lence, as the best test of obedience ;—That it was evidently benefi- 
cial for the disciples of Christ to assemble sometimes ; that God, in 
appointing that such an assembly should be held at least one day in 
seven, must be supposed to be guided by wisdom, infinitely tran- 
scending that of man ;—that if the disciples of Christ are to meet 
once at least in seven days, it is evidently best to have the day 
of meeting designated, in order to secure their general union and 
concert ;—and that the first day of the week had at least this 
claim to preference, that it is the day on which our Saviour rose 
from the dead. I descanted on these points to his apparent sa- 
tisfaction ; but let us see whether he will come next Lord’s day. 

Later in the evening, had an instructive conference with 
Moung Myat-yah and Moung Shwa-boo. They both appear to 
have obtained some of that light, which, like the dawn of morn- 
ing, shineth more and more unto perfect day. 

March 15th. —Another visit from the teacher, accompanied with 
his wife and child. Again discussed the necessity of assembling 
on the Lord’s day. Found that the sacraments of baptism and 
the supper are, in his mind, liable to similar objections. For- 
sook, therefore, all human reasoning, and rested the merits of the 
case on the bare authority of Christ, ‘‘ Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you.” Notwithstanding the remains 
of his deistical spirit, however, I obtained, during this visit, more 
satisfactory evidence of his real conversion, than ever before. 
He said, that he knew nothing of an eternally existing God, be- 
fore he met with me; that on hearing that doctrine, he instantl 
believed it; but that it was a long time before he closed wit 

Christ. Can you recollect the time, said I. Not precisely, he 
replied ; but it was during a visit, when you discoursed concern- 
ing the Trinity, the divine sonship of Jesus, and the great suffer- 
ings which he, though truly God, endured for his disciples. He 
afterwards spoke, with much Christian feeling, on the precious- 
ness of the last part of the sixth chapter of Matthew, which he 
heard me read, day before yesterday, at evening worship. 

March 19th. Lord’s Day.—Looked in vain for the teacher and 
his acquaintances. 

March 21st.—Moung Thah-lah introduced one of his relations, 
by name Moung Shwa-ba, as desirous of considering the Chris- 
tianreligion. Spent an hour or two in conversing withhim. He 
was afterwards present at evening worship, and staid to converse. 
after the rest had retired. 
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March 22d.—Another conversation with Moung Shwa-ba. He 
appears to be under deep religious impressions. His language 
and his looks evince an uncommon solemnity of spirit, an earnest 
desire to be saved from the wrath to come. After praying with 
him, I left him in company with Moung Thah-lah. 

March 23d.—In the morning, Moung Thah-lah informed me, 
that he and his friend had sat up the greater part of the night, 
in the zayat, reading and conversing and praying. In the after. 
noon, Moung Shwa-ba came in himself. His expressions are 
very strong; but I have no reason to doubt his sincerity. It on- 
ly seems strange to us, that a work of grace should be carried on 
so rapidly, in the soul of an ignorant heathen. He presented a 
writing containing a statement of his faith, and an urgent request 
to be baptized next Lord’s day. 

March 24th.—Spent all the evening with Moung Shwa-ba. 
Feel satisfied that he has experienced a work of divine grace; 
but think it advisable to defer his baptism, till Sunday after next, 
in order to allow him full time to re-examine the religion and the 
foundation of his hopes. 

March 26th. Lord’s Day.—Three women present at worship 
—acquaintances of Moung Shwa Gnong. ‘They have visited 
Mr. J. once or twice before. The principal of them renounced 
Gaudama, some years ago, and adopted the semi-atheistic sys- 
tem, but without obtaining any real satisfaction. Two years 
ago, she met with a copy of the tract, which gave her an idea of 
an eternally existing God; but she knew not whence the paper 
came. At length, Moung Shwa Gnong told her, that he had 
found the true wisdom, and directed her to us. Her case appears 
very hopeful. 

In the evening, after worship, had a protracted conversation 
with the disciples and inquirers, on account of brother Colman’s 
intended departure to-morrow. Moung Shwa-ba appeared very 
well indeed. Moung Myat-yah said—*“ Set me down fora dis- 
ciple. I have fully made up my mind, in regard to this religion. 
I love Jesus Christ: but I am not yet quite ready for baptism.” 
After we dismissed them, they went over to the zayat of their own 
accord, and held a prayer meeting. 

And here I must close my journal. We have spent the last 
evening with our very dear brother and sister Colman. They 
expect to embark to-morrow morning. Our parting is mournful ; 
for happy, uncommonly happy has been our past intercourse. 
Nothing, but a sense of duty, could force the present separation. 
We hope that it will be of short duration, and that we shall soon 
re-unite our labours in Chittagong or Rangoon. 

On their departure, Mrs. J. and myself will again be left to our 
former “loneliness of lot.”? In this situation, we renewedly 


commend ourselves to the remembrance and the prayers of the 
Board. 
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POLYNESIA.—SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


These islands constitute the north-eastern group of Polynesia—eleven in number— 
pine of them under one king, Tamahamaah ; the other two under Tamoree*—fertile 
_-jphabitants estimated at from 300,000 to 500,000—natives friendly and hospitable. 


“For several years past,”’ says the last Report of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, “the eyes of the 
Christian community have been fixed upon Owhyhee, and the 
neighbouring islands, as an inviting field for missionary labour. 
Attention was first drawn to this most delightful cluster in the 
Northern Pacific, by the fact, that some of the natives, providen- 
tially cast upon our shores, were receiving the advantages of a 
liberal and Ohristian education, and had apparently become the 
subjects of that spiritual change, which alone could fit them to be 
useful to their countrymen in the highest sense. The hope, that 
they might return to their native islands, accompanied by faithful 
missionaries, and bearing the offers of mercy to ignorant and 
perishing multitudes, was greatly strengthened by the wonderful 
displays of divine grace in the islands of the Southern Pacific. 
The lamented Obookiah was anxiously looking for the day, when 
he should embark on this voyage of benevolence and of Christian 
enterprise. Though it seemed good to the Lord of missions, that 
his young servant should not be employed, as had been desired 
by himself and others, but should be called to the enjoyments of 
a better world, divine wisdom had prepared, as we trust, other 
agents to aid in accomplishing the same blessed design.” 

Our readers are already acquainted with the claims of this 
mission, as eloquently and earnestly presented to them by the 
reverend Corresponding Secretary of the Board, in our last vol- 
ume, pp. 343—847. At pp. 443—447, of the same volume, will 
be found a full and interesting account of the ordination of the 
missionaries, which solemn service took place at Goshen, in Con- 
necticut, on the 29th of September, 1819. Also, an account of 
the formation of the mission church in Boston, on the 15th of 
October, and their embarkation on board the brig Thaddeus on 
the 23d of the same month, commended, with many prayers, te 
the protection of God. : 

The great political changes which were taking place at those 
islands just at the time of the departure of the mission—the 
death of the old king Tamahamaah, the elevation of his son, 
and the complete destruction and abandonment of idolatry, have 
been particularly detailed in a late number, (p. 204) and will 
render it necessary to make but few extracts from the Report, 
as no late intelligence has been received from the missionaries. 
_““Tamoree, king of Atooi, expressed himself as being exceed- 
ingly desirous that missionaries should come and teach the peo- 
ple to read and write, as had been done in the Society Islands. 
This he did in conversation with American sea-captains, and 


“ Tamoree, king of Atooi, is the father of George Tamoree, who went out with the 
missionaries in the Thaddeus.—See p. 204. 
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wrote a letter,” (see p. 312) “to the same effect, by the vesse| 
which brought this intelligence, addressed to his son at Cornwall. 

This son, though not attached to the mission, sailed with the 
missionaries, and professed a desire to befriend them, and to 
promote the cause of truth among his countrymen.” 

Referring to the abolition of idoiatry, the Report proceeds :— 
“The principal means which Providence used to bring about 
this surprising result, was the continually repeated rumor of what 
had been done in the Society Islands, and the continually repeat- 
ed assurance of our sea-captains and sailors, that the whole sys. 
tem of idolatry was foolish and stupid. Thus has a nation been 
induced to renounce its gods by the influence of Christian mis. 
sionaries, who reside at nearly 3,000 miles across the ocean. 
Thus, while the gospel is becoming the power of God and the 
wisdom of God, to many in the islands of the Southern Pacific, 
the distant rumor of these blessed results has made the idolaters 
of the Northern Pacific ashamed of their mummeries, and con- 
signed to the flames the high places of cruelty, the altars, and the 
idols together.” 


UNITED STATES. 
UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.—-SECOND MISSION FAMILY. 


Another Appeal to the Religious Public, in behalf of the American 
Heathen, by the Committee of Missions of the United Foreign 
Missionary Society. 

Brethren dearly beloved,—We are assured by predictions and 
prophecies without number, that “in the last days the mountain 
of the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the moun- 
tains, and exalted above the hills, and that all nations shall flow 
unto it;”’ that ‘“ from the rising of the sun unto the going down 
of the same,” the name of Jesus the Mediator “ shall be great 
among the Gentiles, and that in every place incense shall be of- 
fered unto his name, and a pure offering.” It is our lot to live 
in the period of the world emphatically called the last days, and 
it is our glory and joy to behold the rapid and luminous fulfilment 
of the ancient predictions and promises. The word of Jehovah, 
that blessed word which brings to light immortality and life, has 
free course to the north, and the west, and the south, and the east. 
That sacred volume, of which the Holy Ghost is the Author, and 
which through his sanctifying unction qualifies for glory, and 
honour, and immortality in the end, has, within the lapse of a few 
years, been translated into hundreds of languages in which it was 
formerly unknown ; and is now in the possession of thousands 
and millions who had neither handled, nor seen, aor read this 
word of truth, this charter of the sinner’s hopes. How rapidly 
also have the triumphs of the cross been recently multiplied in 
various parts of the world? In contemplating the heathen tn 
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various sections Of Our own continent, who are called to the fel- 
lowship of the Saviour’s grace, and the diflerent regions of Asia, 
and Alrica, and Europe, and the islands of different oceans, we 
are constrained to exclaim, ‘* Who are these that fly asa cloud ?” 
But, brethren in the Lord, we need not inform you, that all which 
has yet been eflected far the conversion of the nations, is little 
more than the earnest of almost infinitely greater things, which 
must yet be accomplished before “ all the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of our God.”’ And is it not our duty, is it not 
our privilege, is it not our highest glory, to co-operate in advanc- 
ing this most benevolent, this most magnificent design? But it is 
unnecessary for us to propose this inquiry. You have already 
evinced your attachment to the Redeemer’s cause, and your will- 
ingness to be spentin promoting it. The prayers which you offer 
up in your families, day after day, that his kingdom may come ; 
the supplications which you present in the sanctuary, from sab- 
bath to sabbath, that his way may be known in the earth; the peti- 
tions which you present in concert, month after month, and more 
especially that devotion of a portion of your secular substance, 
which you frequently make for the distribution of the written 
word, and the support of missions, are a public and convincing 
proof of the solicitude which you feel for the advancement of his 
cause in the earth. 

Nearly a year has now elapsed since a mission family was sent 
to a tribe of Indians, residing in the interior of our continent, and 
our souls are refreshed at the recollection of the Christian ardour 
which was manifested on that occasion. Your warmest sensi- 
bilities were excited, your individual and united prayers for their 
prosperity were offered up, and a liberality, honourable to the 
Christian character, appeared, in providing whatever might cén- 
duce to their comfort. The mch seemed ready to contribute of 
their abundance, and the widow to throw in her mite. The in- 
habitants of the city, and the village, and the country town, were 
equally cordial in giving to these messengers of our churches the 
right hand of fellowship, in opening to them the hospitable door, 
in cherishing them with their conversation, and in following them 
with wishes and prayers for their success. Another opportunity 
is now presented for the renewed exercise and exhibition of the 
same Christian benevolence and zeal. A call to come over for 
their help, like that from Macedonia to the apostle, has since 
reached us from another tribe of our savages, still more remote 
in the American desert, and we are pledged, through the organ 
of our society, to send them relief. For this purpose we have 
resolved, with dependance on the great Head of the Church, to 
collect and organize another mission family in the city of New- 
York, about the 20th of February next. We have also resolved 
that this family shall consist of nearly 30 members, and already 


more than one hundred persons, male and female, have volunteer- 
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ed to Icave their kindred, and native region, and the pleasures of 
social life, that they may testify to the long neglected inhabitants 
of our western wilderness the gospel of the grace of God. Thus 
no sooner was the standard lifted up, than the ranks were filled 
with a soldiery ready to march forth under the auspices of the 
Captain of salvation and of this society. Hitherto hath Jehovah 
smiled ; and to you, sisters and brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
hope, we now look for the means of their suppart, and we should 
conceal our own convictions did we not assert, that we are per- 
suaded we shall not look for your aid in vain. Another year of 
your period for labouring has elapsed, and the solemn moment is 
much nearer, when the account of your stewardship will be re- 
quired; mercies without number, during that period, have crown- 
ed your condition, and therefore we hope and believe that you 
will be equally prompt in regarding the call of your Master, and 
of this Board. That Saviour, who spared not himself in our 
cause ; who redeemed us to God by his own blood, is now looking 
down from his throne, in the expectation that each professed dis 
ciple will be cheerful in the performance of his duty. Come for- 
ward with us, then, and let us make another effort to obtain for 
Him a greater portion of the Heathen as his inheritance, and ano- 
ther region of the earth for his possession. 

In furnishing this mission family, which is designed to con- 
vey to the heathen not merely the means of salvation, but the arts 
of civilized life ; all the implements of agriculture will be requir- 
ed; axes, hammers, hoes, &c. X&c. 

In furnishing this family, the various articles of bedding, cloth- 
ing, &c. will be required, and for this supply we must depend 
principally on the exertions of benevolent females in our church- 
es. We trust, therefore, that mothers and sisters in our Israel, 
both in the city and country, will come forward immediately and 
ardently to the help of the Lord in this labour of love. 

In furnishing a mission family, on a plan so extensive as is 
contemplated by the Board, money to a very considerable amount 
will also be indispensably requisite for their outfit, for defraying 
their expenses in travelling, and for procuring the necessaries of 
life after they have reached their place of destination. For.this 
supply we depend on the munificence of those with whom the 
God of Providence has entrusted, in the riches of his bounty, the 
wealth of this world. 

By order of the Committee, 
Puitie Mitvepoter, 
Avexr. Provuprit, 
New-York, Jan. 4th, 1821. GARDINER SPRING. 


Donations in money may be forwarded to either of the follow- 
ing persons, who compose the Committee of missions :— 
Rev. Dr. Milledeler, No. 121 Fulton-street, 
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tev. Dr. Richards, Newark, New-Jerscy. 

Rev. Dr. Griffin, do. do. 

Rey. Dr. Proudfit, No. 14 Courtlandt-street. 

Rev. Dr. Spring, No. 80. Beekman-street. 

Rev. Mr. Knox, No. 125 Fulton-street. 

Rev. Mr. McLeod, No. 60 White-strect. 

Mr. Z. Lewis, No. 40 Broad-strect. 

Mr. Isaac Heyer, No. 24 Beaver-street. 

Mr. John Forsyth, No. 105 Water-street. 
Donations in clothing, bedding, books, medicines, surgical in- 
struments, mechanic’s and farmer’s tools, &c. may be forwarded 
19 the store of Jonathan Little & Co. No. 216 Pearl-street. New- 
York. 


NEW-YORK BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Summary of the First Report. 
(Concluded from page 541.) 

+ The auxiliary Bible societies of our states and cities, 
are ramifications of the National Society, but it is im- 
possible for the Managers of these institutions to attend 
efficiently to the monthly, or quarterly subscriptions of 
the multitude of poor around them; hence the necessity of 
another subdivision imto Auxiliary Associations; and as 
in these, What is the business of all, may not be attended 
to by any, it becomes necessary for such subordinate, or 
ward associations, to apportion to each of their Managers 
a district, in which it may be expedient for that Manager 
to appoint a certain number of Collectors, each of whom 
should have the charge of a particular section, street, or 
lane. 

“ Acting upon this plan, the Board have already 
made known their wishes to the several Ward Associations, 
and it is on the exertions of the Managers of these bodies 
that we now depend. If they will generously enter into 
the views of this society, not a family in the city will 
be destitute of a Bible; and thousands of our poor will! 
bring their contributions into this treasury of the Lord, 


Who might otherwise expend the same sums in idle or 


vicious indulgences. 

“That the persevering exertions of the ward associ- 
ations may not be wanting, something must be done to 
give a tone to their proceedings ; to warnt the hearts of the 
members, and, from time to time, to rekindle their zeal, 
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and furnish new motives for action, Hence the necessity 
of the frequent meetings of Managers, and the indispens- 
ableness of anniversary, if not of semi-annual public meet- 
ings of the whole body, together with occasional interviews 
of the Boards of different wards with each other. With- 
out an inflexible and faithful attention to these means, 
the object is lost sight of, the interest first excited passes 
away, and the society becomes at last extinct. Impressed 
with this conviction the Managers have resolved on attend- 
ing themselves in a body, the anniversary meetings in every 
ward, and have made it the duty of their delegates to each 
association, to attend the meetings of the Managers, and 
remler every assistance in their power. 

‘The Managers, however, cannot but remark, that the 
more they have attended to these duties, the more they are 
convinced that nothing effectual can be accomplished, 
without the cordial co-operation of the Ladies of the New- 
York Female Auxiliary Bible Society. On them we must 
depend more especially for carrying into effect the plan of 
disposing of the Scriptures at reduced prices, and the 
benctits derived from our present Bible associations must 
be extremely limited, until there is in every ward a branch 
female association. 

‘The Board would have recommended some time 
since the formation of such associations, had it not been 
for their unwillingness to interfere in the arrangements of 
the ladies’ society; and they cannot but express a regret, 
that while the two institutions are engaged in the same 
pursuit, each should be so much a stranger to the plans 
and operations of the other. A Committee has been ap- 
pointed to confer with the Board of Managers of the 
Female Society, upon the expediency of rendering that 
institution a branch of this, and also to suggest the neces- 
sity of establishing female Bible associations in every 
ward. ‘This Committee has not yet obtained the confer- 
ence so much desired, but they indulge the hope, that the 
members of that institution will readily acquiesce in the 
adoption of any measure calculated to aid the cause they 
have so much at heart. 

“In reflecting upon the state of the poor of the city, 
the condition of our coloured population could not but at- 
tract attention. Here a vast field for the dissemination 
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ot the Word of God, is open to our exertions. Our Sunday 
schools have already done much in enabling them to 
read, our Bible societies can scarcely do less than to put 
them ina way of providing themselves with a supply of the 
sacred writings. An African Bible Society already exists 
in this city, and a Committee has been appointed to con- 
fer with its Managers. | 

«The Managers are aware that there may be many who 
are inclined to question the necessity of so much exertion 
in promoting the great object in view. There are some, 
who doubt the want of Bibles, and some have said that few 
Bibles are applied for in their particular district, and few 
are therefore supposed to be wanted. Others have Bibles 
on hand, which have never been distributed because no 
one has called for them. But why are our courts of jus- 
tice crowded with the vicious, and our streets with the 
dissolute? It is beeause Bibles are not sufficiently dis- 
tributed amongst them. Is it to be supposed that persons 
of this description will apply for Bibles, or complain of 
the want of them? Small, indeed, would be our labour, 
if we had to give only to those who asked. Our duties, 
and the duties of our Bible associations, are not confined 
merely to the keeping of depositories where the poor may 
be supplied if they choose to call. We are to do more— 
we are to carry the Bible to them—we are to offer the 
sacred volume in their dwellings—we are to persuade 
them to receive it. Nor has the New-York Bible Society 
fnished its work, till every destitute individual of mature 
age, has been urged to receive the boon. 

“How then is this work to be accomplished, but by 
the agency of ward associations? And how can these 
efficiently execute the task, unless male and female Bible 
associations zealously co-operate ? 

‘“ Arduous as the labour may appear, there is much to 
encourage us in the performance of it. Our work is not 
to change the will of God, but to fulfil it. We know 
that the time ts coming, when the knowledge of the Lord 
is to cover the earth. And we know that the circulation of 
his Holy Word is to be an instrument in producing this 
effect. The success of our cause is certan—God has 
aid, and shall he not doit? He has spoken, and shall 
't not come to pass? We have, besides. the example of 
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many of our fellow-labourers, who have surmounted every 
obstacle in undertakings apparently the most difficult.” © 

The operations of foreign Bible societies, and of ow 
own National Society, have already been recorded in ou 
pages: we shall therefore pass over this part of the report 
and present the conclusion. 

‘Our National Institution depends upon the efforts of 
its Auxiliaries ; and amongst these, the Bible Society of 
New-York should hold a distinguished rank; that it may 
do so, the Managers trust the endeavours of its members 
will not be wanting. Great is our responsibility, and 
great may be the effects of our example.—If we, who en- 

joy so many advantages, are lukewarm or inactive, what 
can we expect from others? Our duty lies before us. 
Vain are our petitions that the kingdom of Gop may 
come, and His will be done, if we do not labour to advance 
the interests of that kingdom, and to perform that will. 
If then we have any zeal for the glory of our Lord and 
Saviour, let us evince it by our exertions to declare His 
name, and His power, through the distribution of His 
word, till all shall know Him, from the least to the great- 
est.*” 

LANDING OF THE PILGRIMS. 

The second centurial anniversary of the Landing of the Pil- 
grims, was celebrated on the 22d of December, with proper de- 
monstrations of respect and reverence to the memory of our an- 
cestors. At half past 3 o’clok, the ‘* New-England Society” as- 
sembled in the Rev. Dr. Spring’s Church. Divine service was 
begun by singing the 107th psalm, to the tune of Old Hundred. 
A prayer was then addressed to the Throne of Grace by the Rev. 
Dr. Romeyn, who, after having mentioned that their forefathers 
had been obliged to flee from their native country, in consequence 
of their being persecuted for their political and religious senti- 
ments, devoutly implored the Deity, that their descendants might 
be enabled by divine grace to imitate their virtues, and that like 
them, they should only honour those who honoured God, and 
who were desirous to promote his glory. The prayer was very 
pathetic, and, it is hoped, will leave 4 deep impression on the 
whole of those who were so fortunate as to be present. 

The sermon was by the Rev. Dr. Spring, who took for his 


* The associations are requested to send to the Corresponding Secretary of the 
New-York Bible Society, No. 227 Greeawich-street, their Annual Reports, and list 
of their officers ; and to inform him ef any changes that may take place during the 
year. 
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text the following words, from Psalm cvii. 7.—“ And he led them 
forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation.” 
“At 7 o'clock the sOciety assembled at the City Hotel, where 
they partook of a supper, which was served up in a style of ele- 
ance and taste. . ' 
Major General Stevens, the President of the society, presided 
at the table. Among the guests were the Rev. Bishop Brownell, 
Rev. Doctors Romeyn and Spring, Rev. Mr. Wainright, Commo- 
dore Chauncey, and Col. House. Upon announcing the volunteer 
toasts, Zechariah Lewis, Joseph W. Brackett, and Thomas Fessen- 
den, Esquires, delivered appropriate and impressive speeches. 


THE SEVENTH WARD BIBLE ASSOCIATION 


Held their second annual meeting on the 21st December, in 
the Market-street Church. Jonn Wituineton, Esq. President, 
took the chair, and commenced the exercises of the evening by 
reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, and the Rev. Mr. 
McClelland engaged in prayer. The Report-of the Board of 
Managers, which gave a pleasing account of their labours, was 
read by the Rev. Mr. Gray. Appropriate addresses were de- 
livered by the Rev. Mr. McMurray and the Rev. Mr. Patten, toa 
very numerous, respectable, and attentive assembly. Messrs. 
Allen and Sage led in the music, which was judiciously selected 
and skilfully performed. 

It was much regretted that the Board of Managers of the Pa- 
rent Society (N. Y. Bible Society,) were not present to witness 
this interesting anniversary, and participate in its sacred plea- 
sures. We have been furnished with a copy of the Report, 
which shall have due attention. 





SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF PAUPERISM IN THE CITY OF 
NEW-YORK. 

The fourth annual general meeting of this institution was held 
on Wednesday evening last, at the City Hotel. His honour the 
Mayor, president of the society, presided. After the reading of 
the Annual Report, the Rev. J. M. Matthews, David B. Ogden, 
Esq. C. G. Haines, Esq. and the Rey. C. Jones, addressed the 
meeting. , 

Notwithstanding the weather was exceedingly unpropitious, a 
large and most respectable number, both of ladies and gentlemen, 
assembled to witness the highly interesting proceedings of the 


evening. We must defer a more full account of this meeting for 
a future number. 


———_ 


BURMAH MISSION. 
By the arrival of the ship Juno, on the 11th inst. from Calcut- 
ia, whence she sailed on the 15th of August, we learn that the 
Rev. Mr. Judson, with his family, had arrived at Calcutta from 
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Rangoon, which place he was obliged to leave on account of a 
war being about to take place between the king of Pegu and the 
Siamese. 

It is not stated whether Mr. Judson would proceed to Chitta- 
gong, as proposed in his journal, concluded in this number of the 
Herald, but most probably he has joined Mr. Colman at that 
place before this time. We have all along looked upon this mis- 
sion as one of uncommon interest, and have devoted a large num- 
ber of our pages to the journal, sure that no one will rise from 
the perusal of it, without being solemnly and deeply impressed 
with the awful state of benighted Burmah—who has formally and 
peremptorily refused the offers of mercy. 

But this repulse of the missionaries from the Burman empire, 
ought rot to be considered as an entire and final defeat. For 
aught we know, it may be the forerunner of the most glorious 
triumphs of the Prince of Peace over that barbarous people. 
How often, in the progress of his kingdom, has he triumphed 
over opposition, and laid the basis of his power upon its ruins!— 
thus teaching his disciples to hope, to pray, and to labour, when 
outward circumstances would, were it not for confidence in Him, 
fill them with despair. Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
but the Lord delivereth him out of them all! Many and bold are 
the enemies of the kingdom of Immanuel; but it shall spread, and 
reluctant Burmah shall soon stretch out her hands to welcome 
and receive him as her Lord and King. 

In the midst of the discouragements which we have been pain- 
ed to record, it is most gratifying to perceive the sure indication 
of a present divine blessing in the conversion of several natives 
—their apparent determination to persevere, amid the terrors of 
persecution—their design to uphold the ordinances of religion, 
even after the example of the missionaries, are indications of the 
presence of Him whom Burmah cannot expel—and whom she 
must willingly receive in the approaching day of his power. 

Ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and give 
Him no rest, till he extend and establish the work which he has 
thus manifestly begun. 

TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


Our Correspondent who calls upon Christians to pray for a revival in a distant Uni- 
versity, seems to have overlooked the fact, that there are several other institutions ot 
learning in our country from which that blessing has been withheld. Had he chosen, 
for instance, Columbia College, which has not, as far as we know, been peculiarly 
favoured, we should have considered that as more proper to be singled out for special 
prayer in the pages of the Curistran Heratp. This we say from no disrespect to 
that institution, but from the belief, that a spirit of prayer will naturally begin at 
home. May the blessing of Heaven descend upon the beloved institution which 
educates the sons of our own city, as well as upon “ Harvard University.” 

The Twentieth Quarterly Meeting of the New-York Sunday School Union, was held 
on Thursday evening last, a more particular account of which will be given in our next. 

*,* The second page of this number should have been 546 instead of 556, conse 
quently the following six pages are wrong. The error is corrected at the eighth pag’. 
and the remaining folios are right. 








